A Dolphin’s Talewill put the well-known story o'ft_he dOlphin with a prosthetic tail on the big s‘clrke_en._
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As trainer Abby Stone works wrth W‘nter, vo!unteer Nlcole Antaya hnlds a fake camera to get tha du!phm used to havmg filmmaking equlpment near her.

BY STEVE PERSALL
Times Film Critic’

The Clearwater Marine Aquar-
ium announced Tuesday that a
movie based on its most famous
resident will begin filming on Sept,
27 in Pinellas County.

A Dolphin’s Tale, based on the
heartwarming story of Winter the
dolphin, will continue production

through mid becember, prunarﬂy

at the sea life sanctuary. The release
date is expected in 2011

Aquarium chief executive David ‘

Yates added that A Dolphin’s Tale
will be filmed in 3D, -

A Dolphin’s Thle will be produced
by Alcon Entertainment and dis-
tributed by Warner Bros., which col-

-laborated on the Academy Award-

winning The Blind Side. Warner
and Alcon also teamed on The Book
of Eli starring Denzel Washington.
No budget was announced for
the production. Alcon publicist

- Tony Angellotti said from Los Ange-

les that his clients generally doesn’t
reveal such numbers.

The aquarium has a confiden-

tial agreement with Alcon for

b

compensa’uon in exchange for:
cooperation: Yates also expects a
significant boon to local tourism.

“Financially, we have some com- .

pensation,” he said. “But the biggest
way (that) we and the area benefit
is that tourists will come into the
area. We expect our attendance (at
the aquarium) te double and poten-
» See DOLPHIN, 8B

The tale of a’
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“tially triple in the ﬁrstyea’ii o
“History has shown that films’
w1th specific locations have a
'leng-term impact on the econ-
omy. ... We expect this to be the
largest single tourist promotion
in our area’s history”
The deal for 4 Dolphin's Tale
* comes three weeks afier the.
Florida Legislatare approved a
* $53.5 million tax incentive pro-
- gram to attract productions.
" That bodes well for Tampa Bay
actors and éraft workers since
only money spent by the pro-
duction that stays in Florida is,
eligible for, the tax credit, up to
$8million. .7
Pineilas County film commis-
sioner Jennifer Parramore said
Ther office’s business model esti-
mates that a midsized produc-
tion like .4 Dolphin’s Tale can
+-pump up-to-$125,000.into:the

doction. .

Locatlons other than the
" aquarium are being secuired. No
a,ctors have been cast yet except

»~local econioiny each: day ofpro-

: Winter = who will play hersreif

— and head trainer Abby Stone,
who has a wordless rele in
grder to stay near the dolphin.

Yates spoke to reporiers
above the ice skating rink at
Westfield Countryside Shop-
ping Center, which is circled
by a recently installed mural
devoted to Winter and the
aquarium. .

Among the onlookers wereA
Dolphin’s Tale consultant and
famed underwater filmmaker
Ricou Browning, and unit pro-
duction manager Jim Bigham
of Miami, the production’s liai-
son with the Florida film com-
mission.

‘Winter made 1nterna.t10nal
headlines in 2006 when she
lost her tail after being tangled
in a crab trap off the coast of

Cape Canaveral. The Clearwa--
ter Marine Aquarium-took-her--

in, and scrennsts later attached

"a newly devised prosthetic tail.

~ Winter’s story has inspired
many, mcludmg children with

amputated'limhs. The technol-

ogy was adapted to build pros-

thetic limbs for injured sol—
diers.
A Dolphms Tale blends
Winter’s true saga with a fic-
“tional boy named Sawyer
who- befriends her. Charac-
ters loosely based on Yates and

Stone are included. Charles,

Martin Smith wrote the screen-
pldy and is hired to direct. . .

~ More casting choices are
expected soon. “T expect o see
many well-kmown names in the

film," Yates said. “I just can't tell

youwhotheyare” :
Smith previously directed Adr
Bud, another family-friendly

animal story. As an actor, Smith -

played “Terry the Toad” in

1973's American Grajfiti, and a

member of the Crickets in I?re
--Buddy Holly Stary. - ‘
--FWinter has been 50 mspl-
rational to so many people, it's

an honor to be able to bring her |
story to the screen,” Smith said-
in a news release provided by
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Spotllghts shine on W'nter the dolphin to help her get used to the hubbub of ﬁlmmakmg while Clearwater Marine Aquarium
head trarner Abby. Stone works to prepare Wnter for the start of fi lmmg Sept. 27 on A Dalphm s Tale, Winter's life story.

3? DOLPHIN conhnued from 1B

the aquanum
Winter's story was prev1—

ously detailed in the children’s \

book Winter’s Tail: How One
Little Dolphin Learned to Swim
Again, and the documentary
short, Winter: The Dolphin that
Could.

At thie end of his remarks,
Yates was asked if Winter has
made any movie star demands,
like her own trailer.

“Here’s the good thing about |
that,” Yates said. “Im her agent,
50 I'm in good shape there.

“Seriously, the good news is:
Winter is having fun, but the
process of filming itself is com-
pletely, utterly under the train-
er’s control, If (Winter) decides
she doesn't want to film for a
day, puess what? We won't film
foraday’

- Steve Persall can be reached -

Cat persall@sptimes.comor

(727) 853-8365. Read his

- biog, Reeling in the Years, at
blogs.tampuabay.com/mouvies.



